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carries on each side an upright, which terminates in crutch-
handles, under each shoulder ; there is, moreover, at the back
of this hoop one or more bars, bearing large steel plates, that
enclose the back of the chest. It is evident that, if this in-
strument is to act at all, it must fix and keep the shoulders,
back, and pelvis in a constant and unvarying position : there
can be no leaning over to one side, no turning the body. The

patient must always be in the condition of one whose back and
loins are immovable and stiff. Walking itself would be a bur-
densome, an almost impossible, exercise. Fortunately, how-
ever, this implement can never carry out its objects. It is

impossible to fix upon the chest, back, and loins a stiff, immov-
able apparatus, light enough to be carried. The parts are too
rounded to afford sufficient point d’appui>. and the necessity
of movement is too urgent, the muscles too powerful. Anyone
who has tried to hold the trunk, even of a baby, still when it
was determined to move, must be aware of this fact. On the
rounded parts about the pelvis no steel hoop can possibly be
borne light enough to give such firm attachment to a lever as
will permit its making efficient pressure on the curve. There-
fore the machine is always being displaced, the pelvis hoop
slips from side to side, the arms evade the crutch-handles, and
all the joints, with their cunning little screws, get loose. If it
be attempted to prevent such displacement by tightening the
instrument still further, it either becomes unbearable or the
steel snap. *
So some time ago a little girl, not quite eleven years old,

pale, weak, and bearing the marks of suffering on her face, was
led into my consulting-room. The spine was a little crooked,
but she was suffering from the infliction of an instrument,
weighing 1 lb. 1221 oz., laced on the abdomen, screwed on the
chest, and strapped on the shoulders. Her pelvis and blade-
bones were galled. She was never free from pain and restraint;
she was losing flesh and fading, and the spine becoming, I was
told, more crooked. I removed the machine, ordered her to
be left quite at liberty for a time, except that she was only to
be allowed to remain erect for two hours consecutively, after
that to rest for twenty-four minutes, and then have two hours
more play, and so on alternately. When the health improved,
the spine was quite manageable without any such machinery,
and without sacrificing the patient’s health.
In order, however, to explain the mode in which a lateral

deviation of the spine can best be overcome, we shall have to
enter at some length into the nature of the disease in its dif-
ferent phases. We shall have also to point out the causes of
the distortion, and the reason why they affect almost exclu-
sively one side.

ON THE

INTERNAL USE OF LIME IN CANCEROUS
AND OTHER TUMOURS.

BY PETER HOOD, M.D.

WE have heard a great deal lately about injecting cancers
with acetic acid, bromine, &c.; freezing them; burning them;
softening them by alkaline, or hardening them by acid caustics;
deodorising them; galvanising them. In fact, numerous
methods of local treatment are being discussed, while consti-
tutional treatment is almost abandoned. It may not be ill-

timed, therefore, for me to ask attention to the following
statements.
Some years ago I was sent for to the borders of Hertford-

shire to see a lady who was upwards of eighty years of age. I
found her apparently a hale hearty woman, and at first was at
a loss to discover why I had been sent for, as she was up and
dressed, and appeared as if nothing ailed her. She was naturally
of a reserved character, and was a woman possessed of a " strong
will." Some little time elapsed without her making any reference
to the cause of my summons to her. When I asked her why
she had sent for me, she replied to my question by asking me
whether I believed that the inner powder of oyster-shells
would cure cancer. I was somewhat surprised at the nature
of her inquiry, and answered that I had never heard of such a
remedy for the disease. She then literally unbosomed herself
to me, and explained why she had sent for me. She undid her
dress, and exposed the left side of her chest, which was per-

* In the sequel it will be seen that there are still graver faults inherent in
this mechanism. For the present the above description suffices to show that,
if it cannot keep the spine motionless, it is useless; if it could keep the ispine motionless, it would be unbearable. I

- fectly flat, and covered simply by a piece of linen. This she
: removed, and exposed to view an enormous raw surface, which
i resembled the body of a sheep after the shoulder had been

cut from it. The wound appeared comparatively dry, as I ob-
served nothing indicative of any discharge from it excepting a

! slight sanious discoloration on the linen that had covered it.
! She told me that she had had a cancer of the breast for some

years, and that by a steady perseverance in the use of " oyster-
shell powder" it had entirely separated itself from her chest
as I then saw it. And I could not but remark that no surgical
skill could have done it more effectually. She told me that
she had lived for some time chiefly on bread and milk, and
seldom had eaten any meat. She had never communicated
the fact of her having this disease, even to her sister-a lady
who was older than herself,-and her maid was the only person
who knew of is. ’" How her sister, who slept with her, cou1d
have remained ignorant that her bed-fellow was labouring
under some horrible complaint appeared surprising; but, on
inquiry, I learned that this old lady had lost the sense of
smelling.
Although the diseased mass had separated itself from this

lady’s person, there still remained the peculiar odour common
to external sloughing cancer. I inquired how it was she had
resorted to this remedy, and she gave me the following history
almost totidem verbis:-

" Some years ago a gentleman living near the town in which
she resided had a tumour in his cheek as large as a small
orange. It was about the time that the late Sir Astley Cooper
gave up practice in London and came to reside at Hemel Hemp-
stead. This gentleman thought he could not do better than
go and consult Sir Astley about this tumour. Sir Astley saw
it, and told him that it was a cancerous tumour; and strongly
advised him to submit to its removal. This the gentleman
objected to have done; when Sir Astley told him that unless
he did he would not live beyond six months. On the following
Tuesday, being market day, this gentleman was riding through
the town, when an old woman accosted him by saying: ’I I
hope, Sir, you will pardon me; but, seeing your face tied up,
may I ask you what is the matter with you?’ His reply was:
’My good woman, I have a cancer in my cheek ; and Sir Astley
Cooper says I shall not live six months.’ She rejoined: ’If
you will try an old woman’s remedy, I am sure it will cure it.’
This the gentleman agreed to do; and in less than six months
the tumour disappeared, and he got perfectly well."

This lady knew all the parties, and it was the success
which attended the remedy in this gentleman’s case which
induced her to employ it in her own. The following is a
verbatim copy she gave me of the directions for using the
oyster-shell powder :. 

’’ .For a Cancer.
; "Bake a quantity, say half a peck, of oyster-shells for three

nights in a slow oven. Then scrape out the small ’White part
of the shell, powder finely, and take as much as will lie on a
shilling once or twice a day in a little warm water or tea.
If that affects the system too much leave off a day or two,

, and commence again.
11 Should an ointment be thought desirable, mix the powder
’ in cream, lard, or quite fresh butter without any salt in it,

and apply it.
, ’’ This treatment generally requires perseverance for three

or four months before its effects are seen.
" The shells to be used are those which are concave."

This lady lived for two years after my first visit to her, and
ultimately died in an epileptic convulsion, when she was ap-
parently in her usual health. The wound resulting from the
separation of the cancerous breast never entirely healed, but
she never complained of any discomfort from it.

I have been in possession of these facts for some years, but
should not have made them public, owing to the difficulty I
felt in explaining the modus operandi of the apparently simple
remedy of powdered oyster-shell in so formidable a disease as
cancer-notwithstanding that I had seen in the case of the
lady recorded so remarkable a result from the use of the
remedy, and having every reason to believe, from her known
truthfulness, the account she gave me of the gentleman who
had experienced such decided benefit from it,-had it not
been for a conversation I had recently with Mr. Spencer Wells,
to whom I related the substance of the foregoing statement.
He informed me that he attributed the efficacy of the remedy
entirely to the lime contained in the powder. He told me
that since he had read Dr. M’Clintock’s observations some
years ago on the influence of the chloride of calcium in check-
ing haemorrhage in patients who had fibroid tumours of the
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uterus, he had used lime largely in the treatment of these and
other tumours; and he had become convinced that an atrophy
and calcification of fibroid tumours, resembling the sponta-
neous change or degeneration not unfrequently observed in
such tumours, was often produced or hastened by the use of
lime. And he added that he had reason to believe the change
commenced in the coats of the arteries supplying the tumours
with blood; that these coats underwent first an atheromatous,
afterwards a calcareous degeneration-in either case with a
diminution of the calibre of the vessel and a lessened supply
of blood. If the lime were too long continued, he believed
that all the arteries in the body, not those in the tumour only,
began to degenerate ; the first evidence being the formation of
an arcus senilis around the cornea.

This explanation appeared so philosophical, that I felt I

ought no longer to observe silence on a subject of so much
importance, but to submit the knowledge of it to those whose
opportunities of seeing diseases of a cancerous nature are

greater than mine, and who might feel disposed to give the
remedy a trial; as it is one that is not likely to do harm, and
may in some instances do good.

If there be any force in the reasoning of Mr. Spencer Wells
on the facts which he has observed, I cannot see why the
nutrition of malignant tumours should not be as readily
affected by inducing atheromatous or calcareous degeneration
of the vessels which supply them with blood, as the nutrition
of innocent tumours would appear to be.
Lower Seymour-street, Portman-square, Sept. 1867.
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LONDON HOSPITAL.

LIGATURE OF IMPORTANT ARTERIES.

(Under the care of Mr. MAUNDER.)
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se comparare.&mdash;MojMAMri De Sed. et OauB. MO’l"b., lib. iv. Proaemium.

THE three patients whose cases we recorded in THE LANCET
of Sept. 28th are no longer in hospital : one has left convales-
cent, two are dead.

Case 1 was that of a young man who had undergone ligature
of the femoral artery for punctured wound of the vessel. He
has gone home convalescent.

Case 2 was that of a male adult, thirty-seven years of age,
the subject of suspected aneurism, who was admitted under
the care of Dr. Davies and Dr. Sutton, and submitted by Mr.
Maunder to ligature of the subclavian and common carotid
arteries on the 18th of September. He died on the 23rd. At

a post-mortem examination it was found that the man had
been the subject of a small aortic aneurism, which, rising up-
wards and forwards, took the place of the innominate artery.

Case 3 was that of a male adult, aged forty, the subject of
inguinal aneurism of the right side. The patient underwent
ligature of the right common iliac artery on Sept. 21st, and
died on the 27th of gangrene of the lower extremity.
The specimens will, we understand, be exhibited at the

Pathological Society.
At the time of operation Mr. Maunder remarked that it un-

fortunately happened that the surgeon was not unfrequently
called upon (as a matter of duty, with the hope of prolonging
life) to perform an operation under circumstances where little
prospect of success existed, and where moreover, in the case of
suspected innominate aneurism, the precise seat of the disease
could not be determined with certainty during life.
There has been of late quite a remarkable run on the surgery

of arteries at this hospital. We append notes of another case
of great practical interest.

I FRACTURED JAW ; PROFUSE HaeMORRHAGE STOPPED BY
I DIGITAL COMPRESSION.

W. C-, aged twenty-six, sustained a fracture of the lower
jaw, opposite its left angle, by a blow with the fist. The acci-
dent happened on Sept. 10th, and on the following morning
the patient came to the hospital, bleeding freely from the
mouth. The means employed by the house-surgeon were of
little avail, and on Mr. Maunder’s arrival, the bleeding con-
tinuing, the patient was sent to the operating theatre in case
severe measures might be necessary to arrest the hsemorrhage.
On examination the blood was seen to rush into the mouth
through a fissure in the gum behind the last molar tooth, and
the bleeding was at once controlled by compression of the
left common carotid artery without discomfort to the patient.
At one moment ligature of the carotid artery seemed in-
evitable ; but, compression being easily borne by the patient,
some of the students responded to Mr. Maunder’s call for aid
(Messrs. Ceeley, Putsey, Barrett, Clouting, Ilott, and Vialls),
and maintained compression for two hours and a half, with
the effect of arresting the bleeding. The patient was kept in
his clothes in one position on a sofa for twenty-hours, and then
sent to his ward. He progressed perfectly satisfactorily, and
was made an out-patient on Sept. 27th.

KING’S COLLEGE HOSPITAL.

EMPLOYMENT OF CHLORIDE OF ZINC AND CARBOLIC ACID

IN WOUNDS.

(Under the care of Mr. WOOD. )
DURING the vacation, carbolic acid and chloride of zinc have

been extensively used by the assistant-surgeons in charge of
the surgical in-patients of this hospital; and the application
of the former agent to suppurating wounds, and of the latter
to the parts involved in formidable operations, has been fol-
lowed by very successful results. In the following two cases,
under the care of Mr. John Wood, the beneficial effects of the
chloride of zinc in solution, after Mr. De Morgan’s plan, were
well exemplified.
On Aug. 31st a man was admitted into the hospital whose

hand had just been severely injured by the explosion of a box
of detonating powder. The wrist and palm were very much
lacerated, two of the metacarpal bones were comminuted, and
the skin and tendons were stripped off from the phalanges of
the fingers. The hand was amputated at the wrist-joint, and
a thin slice removed from the ends of the radius and ulna.
Before the flaps were brought together, a solution of chloride
of zinc, thirty grains to the ounce, was applied to every part.
Although the incisions were made in close proximity to the
seat of injury, and damaged tissue was included in the flaps,
the wound rapidly healed. There was very little suppuration,
and on Sept. 4th the man was discharged from the hospital.
On Sept. 12th the wound was completely healed, and the man
presented a sound, firm, and painless stump.
On Sept. 8th a large and rapidly growing tumour was re-

moved from the gluteal region of a man, twenty-five years of
age. This growth was of eighteen months’ duration, larger
than the adult head, and evidently of a malignant character.
Two days before the operation the man had a febrile attack,
the tumour became painful, and the skin covering it inflamed
and glossy. When the growth was exposed by extensive skin
incisions, its upper and superficial part was found to have
degenerated into a black, semifluid mass, of an intolerably
fetid odour; this was scooped out by the hand, and the deep-
seated parts, which were white, firm, and marked with all
the external characteristics of encephaloma, were carefully
dissected away from the recesses of the gluteal region. The
sacro-sciatic ligament was exposed, and round this a lobe of
the tumour passed into the interior of the pelvis. The black
and unhealthy-looking muscular tissue forming the thickness
of the flaps was then swabbed with the solution of chloride of
zinc. The man has progressed favourably since the operation,
and without a single bad symptom. A drainage-tube was
passed through the wound shortly after, but, notwithstanding
the presence of this, the edges of the incisions quickly united,
and the wound is now healing with remarkable rapidity con-
sidering its depth and extent, and without any discharge of
pus. Carbolic acid has been applied superficially, and thedrainage-tube was passed in order to prevent putrid and un-
healthy fluids from collecting in the deep parts of the gluteal
region.
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